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Tolitical  Adultery 

DISPLAY'D. 


'  Cannot  look  upon  the  Coronation  Oath  in 
any  other  Light  than  as  a  Marriage  Vow 
made  by  the  Spouie  of  the  People  ;  and 
tho'  Adultery  is  not  exprefly  guarded  a- 
gainftby  it,  yet  it  has  ever  been  thought 
very  good  Grounds  to  fue  for  a  Divorce. 

< In  this  Senfe   I  confider  the  Reigns 

of  our  Monarch s  as  fo  many  political 
Marriages  ;  fome  of  which  have  been 
full  of  too  well  grounded  Jealoufies  on  the  Side  of  the  Wife, 
and  after  being  fiU'd  with  domeftic  Confufion,  have  ended  in 

abfolute  Separation. In  common  Life,  efpccially  amongft 

People  of  Fafliion,  the  Miftrefs  before  Marriagefis  generally 
difcarded  by  an  exprefs  Stipulation  ;  and  even  a'Vifitto  her 
would  be  thought  a  good  Plea    for  infiftbg  upon  a  feparate 

Aliment, 

The 


C     4     ] 

The  great  Queen  Elizabeth  purfued  thw  Metaphor  fo  lite- 
rally, and  was  To  faithful  to  her  Marriage  Vow  ,*  that  fhe  ne- 
ver pullJd  ofi  from  her  Finger  the  King  with  which  fhe  had 
'  -wedded  her  People  at  her  Coronation  ;  and  it  was  actually 
fil'd  off,  by  her  own  Order,  a  little  before  fhe  dy'd.  My 
throne  has  been  the  Throne  of  Kings ,  laid  fhe,  in  the  Agonies  of 
Death  ;  as  if  dreading,  left  Old  England  might,  ibme  Time  or 
other, match   againft  her  Intereft,  and  below  her  Dignity. 

William  the  Conquerer,  tho'  himfelf  the  Son  of  a  W. , 

-was  compell'd  to  treat  his  People  as  his  Wife.  His  foreign 
Dominions  were  fo  far  from  being  improv'd,  that  they  fell  into 
Decay  by  his  new  Acquifition  of  the  Grown  of  England.  Kay 
what  will  not,  perhaps  be  believed  at  this  time  ;  our  Fore- 
fathers were  fo  jealous  of  fuftering  their  Kings  to  hold  any 
foreign  Dominions,  tho*  born  to  them,  with  as  good  a  Title 

as  any  German  Prince  is  to  his  E — te,  that  they   fu- 

fpended  the  Exercife  of  the  Royalj  Authority  in  thofe  Domi- 
nions ;  which  Sufpcnfion  our  Kings  would  never  have  futfer- 
cd,  had  they  not  thought,  that  the  People  would  not  fuft'er 
T  H  e  I R  King  to  rule  over  any  People  independent  of  Old 
England  ;  as  if  confidering  f^r  King  as  their  Servant;  and 
that  if  this  Servant  had  Servants  of  his  own,  he  would  filch 
from  his  Matters  to  fupply  thofe  Servants,  fo  that  in  time  lie 
inight  become  Matter  himfelf.  Nay,  we  find  the  (a)  Parlia- 
ments of  Old  England  determining  Cafes  of  Property  and  all 
other  Matters  within  their  Kings  foreign  Dominions  ;  and 
the  wifeft,  themoft  powerful,  as  well  as  the  weakeft  and 
rnoft  vibjentofour  Kings,  glad  to  comply  :  (b)  And  we  find 
upon  the  Roils  of  our  Parliament,  that  Committees  here  have 
been  appointed  to  examine  Petitions  in  their  Afiemblies  of 
Parliament. 

It  was  not  without  Jealoufy  and  Heart-burnings  that  Old 
England  faw  Edward  the  Hid.  one  of  her  mod  belov'd  Hus- 
bands, aflume  the  glorious  Title  of  King  of  France  ;  fhe  could 
not  bear  the  Thoughts  of  even  the  Shew  of  dividing  his  Af- 
fections-——-The  King  faw  the  Storm  rifing,  and  knew 
that  it  was  of  the  moft  dangerous  Kind,  becaufe  brewed  in  the 
Hearts  of  the  People,  But  he  was  far  from  defending  or  jufti- 
fying  what  he  had    done  without  their  Confent>  and  againft 

their 

(&3  Rolls  of  P.  J?  Ed,  I. 
(b)  1 4  Ed.  II.  &  alibi. 
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their  Inclinations,  that  he  call'd  a  Parliament  to  account  to 
ic  for  his  Conduct  ;-■  ■  (a)  to  faiisfy  his  People  itjhcuJd  not  be 
a  Prejudice  to  the  Englifh  Nation,  hut  greatly  to  its  Advantage 
and  Honour  ;  declaring  at  the  fame  Time,  jhat  every  %hing 
(hould  he  ordered  according  to  the  Advice  and  Approbation  cf  his 
People 

One  of  the  mod  glorious  and  fuccefsful  Afis  of  Opposition 
we  find  in  all  the  EngHfb  Hiftory,  was  occasioned  by  the  Par- 
tiality fhewn  by  Henry  the  III.  in  favour  of  his  foreign  Do- 
minions. This  Prince,  who,  in  his  Heart,  was  no  Engiijb- 
many  chofe  and  rejected  his  Minifters,  in  Proportion  as  they 
gratify 'd  or  difcouraged  his  foreignAffeftions.  It  was  thought 
impoffible  to  find  out  a  Crime  againft  the  Englifk  Conftitution, 
which  Hubert  de  Burgh,  who  had  been  \ong  his  firft  Minifter, 
had  not  been  guilty  of;  but  Peter  of pfincheficr,  a  Man  of  a 
haughty,  infolent,  enterprising  Turn,  foon  convinced  the 
World  of  the  contrary.  He  caught  the  King  by  his  ruling 
Paffion  ;  he  bade  up  to  a  Price  which  even  his  former  Mini- 
fter,  wicked  as  he  was,  had  no:  I  he  Wickedneis  to  venture 
at:  In  fliort  he  threw  up  the  Reins  to  his  Mailer's  foreign 
Affeclions,  till  they  at  iaft  carried  him  over  the  molt  danger- 
ous Precipices,  and  overturned  the  Chariot  of  Government. 

The  Friends  of  Old  England  taw  her  made  a..  Province  to 
a  petty,  foreign  Territory  ;  this  begot  at  firft  Concern,  then 
Indignation,  and  they  endeavoured  to  have  Meafures  alter- 
ed by  the  dutiful  Application  of  Petitions  and  Addreffes  : 
but  the  Minifter  roughly  anfwered,  (b)  clhat  the  Kivg 
employ  his  Foreign,  or  any  other  Subjects  he  plea  fed,  to  curb  the  in- 
folence  of  the  Englifli  Party  at  home. 

This  Declaration,  which  the  Violence  of  the  Minifter's 

Tern- 


(a)  Scientes  in  fuper,  quodr.olumus,  nee  itenticnis  nojlr&  exifiit, 
quod  ex  affumptione  nommh  Q»  honoris  eovundem  prejudicutur  aut 
alquxliter  derogetur,  fed  quod  idem  Regno  uberius  fubveniatur,  aut 
relevetur  maturius,  illud  idem  &  pro  fecuritate  in  hoc  parte,  ad 
diBum  Parliamentum,  ft  opus  jxzni,  ordinabimus,  quod  juxta 
Conjilium  vefiram  ceterowmque  Convocatorum  viderimus  epportu- 
nunu     (  i4Ed.  III.  p.  i.m.  5.  Dier.  04 

(b)  V'bat  Prince  (  meaning  Charles  the  I.  )  had  no  Revenues, 

and  he  had  no  Army ,  the  prefent  Prince  has  both; and  he 

undoubtedly  would  and  could  exert  them  in  his  own  jufi  Defeme* 
(FafoQudctcftcd,  p,  <?7.) A 
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Temper  had  extorted  from  him,  alarmed  the  English  Party! 
fo  much,  that  they  refufed  to  iubmit  even  to  the  JudgmentX 
ef  Parliament^  fearing  how  far  a  foreign  Intereft  might  in-l 
fluence  its  Refolutions.  Accordingly  they  drew  up  an  Affo-I 
ciation  to  ftand  by  one  another  like  Men,  (c)  in  a  Caufe  (  to 
ufe  their  own  excellent  Expreflion  )  'which  touched  them  even  to 
the  Separation  of  Soul  and  Body.  They  perfifted  fo  refolutely 
in  this  Argument,  that  they  rejected  three  Summonfes  to 
Parliament,  declaring,  ¥hat  unkfs  the  King  <tyould  difrmfs  his 
evil  Counfellors,  they  would  not  only  refufe  to  meet  in  Parliament, 
(d)  but  drive  the  King  htmfelf,  with  his  wicked  Minifters,  from 
the  Common  Council  of  the  Kingdom,  and  treat  about  the  Creation 
if  anew  King  At  laft,  with  great  Difficulty,  they  came  :« 
Parliament,  but  attended  with  a  Power,  which  put  them  a- 
bove  all  Dread  of  the  Minifterial  Refentment,  and  an  Ad- 
tire  fs  was  drawn  up  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  be 
preferred  to  the  King  as  their  Judgment ;  fome  Extracts  out 
of  which  I  beg  Leave  to  lay  before  the  Public ;  the  rather 
faecaufe  no  Addrefs  ever  breath'd  more  true  Old  EngHJh  Spi- 
rit ;  and  for  that  Reafon  perhaps  has  been  omitted  by  Rapin% 
and  our  other  modern  Hiftorians. 

(e)  "  Sir,  we  cannot,  from  the  Duty  we  owe  to  you  and 
cur  Country,  avoid  acquainting  you  that  the  Counfils  of  your 
Miniftry,  which  you  follow,  are  neither  found  nor  faje,  but 
oppreffive  and  dangerous,  both  to  yourfelf  and  the  People 
of  England*9 

(f )  «  In  the  firft  Place,  they  both  hate  and  defpife  the 

EngUJh 

(c)  §>ue  omnes  tangebat  ufque  ad  diviftonem  corporis,  &  ani- 
m&,  viri titer  decertarent. 

(d)  Sed  de  Communi  Confilto  totius  Regni,  ipfum  cum  Iniqws  fuis 
covfiliariis  a  regno  depellerent,  &  de  novo  Rege  creando  centraclarent, 

(e)  Dcmine  Rex  docimus  vobis  in  domino,  ttt  jideles  veftri,  quod 
eonftlium  quodnum  habetis  &>  quo  utimini  non  eft  fanum  necfecu- 
rum,  fed  crudele  &  periculofum  vobis  &  regno  Angliae. 

(f)  Imprimis,  Sjhtia  gentem  Anglicanam  odio  habent,  &  con- 
iemnunt,  voc antes  eos  Proditores  &  faciantes  omnes  fie  vocari,  a- 
vertentes  animum  veflrum  ab  amore  gent  is  veftr&  &  cor  da  noftra 
&  gentis  ??oftr<z  a  vobis,  quod  apparet  in  M  ■  qui  melior 
Homo  eft  terra  veftrt,  qmm  fermendatia  iffterfemwata  #  vobis  Q~ 
bngantes  pevverterunt* 
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Englijh  Nation,  calling  them  difaffecled,  and  branding  them 
all  with  that  Denomination,  thereby  eftranging  your  Mind 
from  the  Love  of  your  People,  and  our  Hearts,  and  thofe  of  all 
tnte  Englifhmen  from  you,  as  appears  in  the  Cafe  of  your  (c) 
Marflial,  072c  of  the  befi  of  all  your  Subjetls,  whom  they  have  ly*d 
out  of  your  Favour,  and  driven  from  your  Perfon." 

They  then  proceed  to  remonftrate,  (d)  That  by  the  fame 
Gounfils  this  Kingdom  has  been  brought  into  a  State  of Sub- 
jection and  Tribute,  by  unneceflarily  protrafted  Wars,  (e) 
That  the  fame  Counfils  have  fquandcred  the  Nation's  Mo- 
ney, and  loft  her  a  great  may  brave  Men.  (f)  That  they  were 
not  Counfils  of  Peaee,  but  of  War  and  Confufion.  (g)  That 
true  Emliihmen  would  have  advifed  him  otherwife,  and  have 
prevented  all  the  Expence  he  had  been  at,  to  the  great  Empo- 
verifliment  of  his  Kingdom  and  Revenues,  (h)  That  the 
fame  Minifter  had  ingrofi/d  the  Kings  Arms  and  Courage,  as 
if  he  ought  not  to  truft  his  Englijh  Subjects,  (i)  Thatin 
like  Manner  they  had  ingrofs'd  his  Exchequer  and  Revenues, 
as  he  would  experience  to  his  Coft.  (k)  That  they  excluded 
his  Englijh  Subjc&s  from  Court ;  a  Condud:  which  put  them 
under  the  molt  dreadful  Apprehenfions  with  Regard  both  to 

his 

(c)  Whether  he  was  Field  Marflial  or  not  is  not  [aid. 

(d)  FaQum  ejl  Regnum  tributary™,  &  inita  Guerra  &>  dm 
protraBu. 

^  (e)  Per  idem  confilium  multum  Vhefaurum   in  diver/is  Belli* 
&>Jirenuos  homines  per  a  di fit. 

(f)  Periurbatio  nunc  imminens  toti  Regno  periculofa,  per  eorum 
confilium  ihi^uum  flccidenti,  quia  ft  per  jufiiii*™  &  rcHum  judi- 
ciumterr&  tratlaU  fuiffmty  homines  vejiri  non  eveniffent  efia  per* 
turbatio,  &>  haberetis  terras  vefiras  non  defiruBas  nee  thefaurum 
exbauftum. 

(g)  Concilium  vefirum  nrn  cfi  pads,  fed  perturb  at  ionis  terra. 
(h)  Cfiravefiray  &>    fortitudinem  vefiram   habent  in  manu 

fua,  qua//  degente  vefira  d  ffidere  debeatis, 

(1)  Saccavium  ve/lrum  &  ornnes  reditus  vefiras,  &  efcheatas 
habent  in  (ua potentate 

(k)  Per  idem  Confilium  naturaks  homines  de  Regno  veftro,  d$ 
curia  vefira,  expulfi  junt.  " 
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his  Crown  and  Pcrfon,  (a)  That  they  disregarded  both 
their  Vows  and  Promifes.     They  then  conclude  as  follows. 

(b)  Thus  far  we  declare ;  and  we  advife,  befeech  and 
warn  you,  before  God  and  Man,  to  remove  fuch  Coun- 
fellours  from  about  your  Perfon,  and,  as  is  the  Cuftom  in 
other  Countries,  employ  loyal  Natives  and  true-hearted  En- 
glishmen, or,  in  other  Words,  put  things  upon  a  Broad  Bottom?* 

The  Hiftorian  tells  us,  that  upon  this  Addrefs,  the  King 
(c)  humbly  begged  for  a  Truce,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Mi- 
nisters complained  of,  could  make  up  their  Accounts. 

In  the  next  Meeting  of  Parliament,  the  King  difmifled 
thofe  wicked  Minifters,  and  recalled  about  hisPerfbn  Engtijh 
Ministers  with  EngHjh  Hearts ,  by  whom  he  was  in  hopes  he 
Ihould  be  able  to  bring  Matters  to  the  true  old  Englijb  Sy- 
flem. 

Now  to  apply*  as  MaU  Prior  fays,  is  the  Difficulty  ;  for  I 
can't,  for  my  Life,  find  any  Cafe  to  which  the  Inftances 
from  Englijh  Hiftory,  given  in  this,  are  now  applicable  : 
Therefore,  if  my  Reader  can't  find  this  out  for  me,  I  muft 
fubmit  to  be  thought  an  incorrigible  Blockhead  :  However, 
it  muft  be  allowed,  that,  Applicable,  or  pot  Applicable,  it 
is  proper  to  let  Englijbwen  kncw>  there  was  a  Time,  when 
their  Anceftors  would  have  fent  any  ****  a  Grazing,  who 
Ihould  have  attempted  to  render  Old  England  a  Province  to 
the  greateft  Kingdom  in  the  World,  but  more  especially,  to 
z  Corner  of  his  own,  kept  above  the  State  of  Beggary  only 
by  EngHfo  Money. 


(a)  Non  Servant  alicui  fidem  z>el  }m amentum \ 

(b)  Hoec  autem  vobis  dicimus,  &  cor  aw  deo  homin'lus  confu- 
limtiSy  rogzmus&  mommus,  uttak  Confiiuw  <tmoveatis  a  vobh9 
&  Jtcut  eft  in  aim  regnis  copfueiufto,  regmtm  wftrum  tra&etis  pn 
f  deles  homines  'oeflves,  §P  jwatn  tk  tegnovejlro. 

(c)  Rexhunnhterpojlulavitiftdwias.  Mat.  Paris,  381,38s, 
I83..  in  Temp.  Hen.  IIL 


